86
piroperly secured and the English contrived to have it shuf
and to seize the powder and shot of the French party and
fired against the men on the ramparts. About 400 men
were captured including 9 French officers. It was
believed that the English and Muhammad All must
have laid a trap for the French; but the attempt proved to
being very near a success.12 When the news of the
disaster reached Dupleix, he was " drowned in the ocean
of sorrow"; and Poiidicherry came to be *'unlike itself and
wrapped in darkness." The year 1753 thus closed with
the deepest gloom prevailing in Pondicherry and in the
mind of Dupleix.
It was also openly felt in Pondicherry that the situa-
tion was very bad. European protests against the high-
handedness of Dupleix increased. On the other hand, at
Madras the complaint was frequently heard that the
Nawab and the poligars were very dilatory in provisioning
Trichinopoly. The Nawab was not able to collect enough
revenues to fulfil his contract and to pay the expenses of
the English troops which amounted to nearly a lakh of
rupees per month. It was feared that if the English did
not bear all these burdens, the French would get hold of the
Oarnatic, though their troops behaved but ill in most of the
engagements. Murari Rao's men were among the best,
The Nawab 7s troops and the Mysoreans "'took up much
room but did nothing.'' The Nawab was advised to make
peace with all the country powers. The Mysore vakil told
the G-overnor that his master could not treat openly for an
understanding with the English for fear of offending the
French, while the Nawab insisted that he could also do
nothing in camp and even empowered the Governor in
Council to treat with the Mysore vakil.13
(12)          Orme M>ss. India, III, 2G, contains a copy of letter   from  lit.   X
Harrison, dated 13th. December, 1753, and containing a short account
of the attempted escalade of the 27th Nov., with the number of pri-
soners, killed etc., The Orme Collection of Mss*, p. 285, BurhannM-
din attributes the initial treachery to an officer of Muhammad Ah
and the credit of the victory to Khairu'd-dm Khan. Ho says that
"the lamentations oJC 472 Frangs served as tho> muaieal instrument
fox thoir happy rejoicing."
(13)          "The King of Mysore  demands  Trichinopoly;   the Nawab will
agree to anything but that. Tho Nawab certainly has no right to
cede Trichinopoly, and it should not be done except of absolute neces-
sity. T-he &ng would give very advantageous terms, including the
repayment of tlio Nawab }s debt to tho Company. Will do everything
possible to find a middle course, although the cession of Trichinopoly
would probably not affect the Company's investment at Salem, -aa